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As men, God has wired us to be decision-makers, problem-solvers and doers. 
The fact that it is God who created us with these attributes, and not we ourselves, says to us that there is a certain extent to which we are, or should be, dependent upon Him to make the decisions, handle the problems and accomplish the tasks we encounter every day. 
Now, I’m no electrician, and I didn’t stay at a Holiday Inn Express last night, but I know enough about it to understand that in order for most wiring to work, there has to be both a positive and a negative charge present. The thing about “charges”, however, is that in this finite world in which you and I live a negative charge remains a negative and a positive charge remains a positive. Interestingly enough, this is not the case in the spiritual realm where a positive can also be a negative.
The application of this to us as men and, more importantly, as Christians, is that our wiring, though created by God as a positive can, in fact, become a negative when pride is the result of our successfully managing the decisions and problems we face. The more success we achieve, the more others come to rely on us, the more opportunity there is for pride to enter in and distance us from the reality that it is God Himself who grants us that success in the first place.
In Jeremiah 42:1-3, God’s people are under Babylonian captivity in Judah and, for fear of what their captors might have in store for them, are contemplating whether they should return to Egypt or remain where they are. With this in mind, they approach the prophet Jeremiah and ask that he “…pray for us to the LORD your God…may tell us the way in which we should walk and the thing that we should do.” (NASB)
Please note that despite the fact that the people ultimately disobeyed God’s command to remain in Judah (Jeremiah 43:4), their entreaty to Jeremiah is no less significant for us, because it intrinsically provides us a model for how we should approach the Lord in seeking His wisdom to address the challenges we often face in managing our careers, families, marriages, finances and ministries. And this is that “wisdom” defined: to know the way in which God would have us walk and the thing that He would have us do.
You see, as men of God we can’t afford to use our distinct wiring, talents, gifts and abilities – and any successes we’ve achieved as a result of employing any of those things – as an excuse to not seek God’s wisdom in every single decision or problem we face. God makes no distinction between little decisions and big ones, between staying in Judah or returning to Egypt. 
There is no such thing as an insignificant decision with God. He cares just as much about how you spend every dime as He does how you spend every dollar. Our dependence upon the Lord and His wisdom doesn’t come with an asterisk. It entails every single decision and choice we face. 
Meditate today on Jeremiah 42:3 and ask the Holy Spirit to develop within you a desire to use your unique wiring to walk more closely – and more wisely – with Him. 
