Penalty Strokes
by Darrell B. Harrison
During the first round of the 1925 U. S. Open Championship, Bobby Jones, whom many still consider to be the world’s greatest golfer, was getting set to hit an iron shot out of the rough on the 11th hole when he felt his club move the ball ever so slightly. No one else seemed to have seen this movement, but Jones called a penalty on himself. 
Tournament officials were unable to confirm that the ball had actually moved, so they allowed Jones to make his own ruling on whether or not he should be penalized. Jones said he was certain the ball had moved and penalized himself. Jones lost the title by one stroke, but the decision forever added to his legacy. Spectators praised Jones for his sportsmanship, but he would have none of it, replying, "You might as well praise me for not robbing a bank. I don’t know any other way to play the game." 
I’m sure those of you who are golfers can appreciate the integrity displayed by Jones, especially with so much on the line.  After all, who wouldn’t esteem a man who was so committed to abiding by the rules of the game? But, then again, was it really the rules that prompted Jones’ volitional act of self-correction, or, was it something else; something deeper than merely a desire to adhere to the rules? 
I would argue the latter.
Psalm 15 speaks of the importance of integrity to God, “O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill? He who walks with integrity and works righteousness, and speaks truth in his heart…He swears to his own hurt and does not change.”
Living a life of integrity is a matter of the heart, and the condition of our heart has always been of utmost importance to God. The decision Bobby Jones made to penalize himself had less to do with abiding by the rules of golf than with a conviction within him to do the right thing. And, in this case, doing the right thing cost him a major championship.
As men of God, we will oftentimes face decisions in our lives that will test our commitment to walk in integrity and righteousness. And though the world seems to care less and less about our possessing and exhibiting these traits, we must never lose sight of the fact that, as Christian men, we are accountable to God to walk in a manner that reflects the character of Christ, regardless of the cost to you and me personally. 
The song ‘Measure of a Man’ by the group 4Him puts it this way: 
“I say the measure of a man is not how tall you stand, how wealthy or intelligent you are. ‘Cause I’ve found out the measure of a man God knows and understands, for He looks inside, to the bottom of your heart. And what’s in the heart defines the measure of a man.”
Robert Tyre (Bobby) Jones, Jr. understood this.
What about you?
