On-Mission Manhood
by Darrell B. Harrison
During the 1992 presidential campaign, Texas industrialist and independent candidate, Ross Perot, selected as his vice-presidential running mate former United States Navy vice admiral James Bond Stockdale.
As a former P.O.W. and highly-decorated war veteran, Stockdale’s name was celebrated in military circles, however, as a politician he was a virtual unknown to the overwhelming majority of American voters.  That is, up until his opening comments during a nationally-televised vice-presidential debate in October of that year when, as if he were the proverbial deer-in-the-headlights, Stockdale gazed into the eyes of tens of millions of Americans and said, “Who am I? Why am I here?”
As you can probably imagine, or perhaps recall, Stockdale’s debacle left both him and Perot open to countless media jabs throughout the remainder of the campaign and even long after the election. But that outcome notwithstanding, I would put to you the proposition that the questions posed by Admiral Stockdale nearly 20 years ago are the very same questions you and I, as men of God, should be asking ourselves with regard not only to whether or not we are fulfilling God’s purpose for our lives, but if we’re even aware of what that purpose is. 
You see, my friend, the moment you decided to follow Christ, your life – your very existence on this planet – took on a much broader meaning than “just” earning a living or putting food on the table or a roof over your family’s head. But, alas, such is the totality of life for many Christian men today. For whatever reason, they have lost sight of whom they are and why they are here and, consequently, have settled for living ordinary lives of habitual routine rather than heavenly resolve. 
It should go without saying that, as followers of Christ, it is God’s will that you and I do what we can to provide for our families. Nevertheless, that duty is not to be performed in a vacuum. The Christ-centered life is not a life of doing “just” this or being “just” that; it is a life of mission and purpose, of significance and meaning, and our allegiance to Him obligates us to diligently seek His heart in an effort to genuinely discern His will and purpose in every single thing we do – whether it be our jobs or the plans we make with our families or how we utilize our time, money and possessions – all of which belongs to Him.
You see, God isn’t concerned only with what we do, my brothers, but why we do what we do. As men, that we are driven each day to meet only the practical and tangible needs of those important to us is to be spiritually short-sighted. John 4:34 makes clear to us that Jesus saw the practical and the spiritual as being one and the same, “Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to accomplish His work.” 
The life of Jesus was a life spent on-mission. As it was with Him, so it should be with you and me. James Brown, who was known by many as “the hardest working man in show-business”, understood this when he said, “You work so hard to feed your family one way, you forget to feed them the other way – with spiritual nourishment. Everybody needs that.”
