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Improving Fluency in Young Readers
Fluency in reading is very important. Fluency is a combination of reading speed, accuracy, and proper expression. Once students can read quickly and automatically, they can concentrate on the meaning of what is being read instead of just locating the sounds in the words. Fluent readers are better able to understand the text, and improve their ability to interpret the text and make connections among ideas in the text. Non-fluent readers must focus their attention on decoding individual words, leaving little attention free for comprehension.

While fluency is important to reading success, it is only a small portion of your child’s reading grade. Your child’s reading grade consists of fluency, comprehension, and phonics.

Here are a few ideas to help work on fluency:

1. Please practice reading with your child each night during the week. Students who read and reread passages orally as they receive guidance and/or feedback become better readers. Repeated oral reading substantially improves word recognition, speed, and accuracy as well as fluency. 
2. Practice sight words 

3. Play “concentration” with these word cards, “Bingo”, or another fun game.

4. Have your child read and reread favorite books.

5. Reading to your child also builds fluency; you are modeling what a fluent reader sounds like.

6. Tape record your child’s reading of a story, play it back and discuss how it sounds.

7. Give your child books with predictable vocabulary and clear rhythmic patterns so the child can “hear” the sound of fluent reading as he or she reads the book aloud.

8. Use books on tape; have the child follow along in the print copy.

We know you will enjoy spending time reading with your child, and building memories to last a lifetime. Happy Reading!!
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