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by Darrell B. Harrison
The 1989 film ‘Glory’, starring Matthew Broderick and Morgan Freeman, tells the story of the 54th Massachusetts, a military regiment of the Union Army noted for being the first combat unit comprised completely of African-American soldiers during the Civil War. 
In the film Broderick portrays Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, the young, aristocratic, yet principled young regiment commander, with Freeman cast in the role of Private John Rawlins, a former runaway slave and gravedigger for deceased Union soldiers. At one point in the film “The 54th” is being transported by flotilla from the north to Charleston, South Carolina, when Colonel Shaw approaches Rawlins with the surprise announcement of his promotion to sergeant major for his “exemplary performance in the line of duty.”
As Shaw presents Rawlins with the sword befitting of the rank of sergeant major, Rawlins hesitates to accept it, and in doing so, leans toward Shaw and says to him, “I ain’t sure I’m wantin’ this cap’n.” to which Shaw replies slyly, “I know exactly how you feel.”
Responsibility. By definition the word is simply a harmless noun but, sadly, for many men what the word represents is anything but innocuous. Why is that? Why is it that so many of men fear taking ownership of their God-given responsibility as men? The answer, my brothers, is intrinsic to the question: fear.
In Joshua 1 it is interesting to note that God admonishes Joshua five times not to fear as he prepares to take on from the now-deceased Moses the responsibility of leading the Israelites into the land promised to them by God:1:6, “Be strong and courageous…”, 1:7, “Only be strong and very courageous…”, 1:9a, “Be strong and courageous…”, 1:9b, “Do not tremble or be dismayed…”, 1:18, “…only be strong and courageous.”
Now, I can’t qualify this scripturally, but I would venture to say that the extent to which God reiterates this charge to Joshua is directly commensurate with the degree of fear he was experiencing about the task that was facing him. And it was no small task by any stretch of the imagination. To have the sole responsibility of leading what some historians have put at upwards of 3 million people out of Egypt would be enough to shake the confidence of any man. 
Ah, but was it really Joshua’s “sole” responsibility to lead this multitude? No, it wasn’t. Nor is it the case for you and me. Nevertheless, we do fear at times, don’t we, when we allow the cumulative weight of our responsibilities as men to give the impression that the very opposite is true – that we’re doing this “man thing” alone – when nothing could be further from the truth. 
You see, my friend, in whatever God has called you to do – whether it be leading a nation of 3 million or a family of 3 – you need not fear, because the source of your courage and strength is God Himself. Just as God promised to be with Moses and, subsequently, Joshua, He will be with you. But, there is one crucial caveat: the thing that will ultimately move God to act on your behalf and mine is our belief that He will, in fact, do what He has promised.
The question now is, do you believe?
